Deacon Guidelines

Lamb’s Chapel – Haw River Christian Church – 12/01/2007


YOUR UNIQUE MINISTRY AS A DEACON

Praise the Lord Jesus for His calling upon your life to be a deacon.  These guidelines are not strict rules, but rather a basic description of the yolk of being a deacon.  If God has called you to this ministry, the “yoke is easy and the burden is light.”  Remember… His yoke is unique for everyone that is called.

THE CALLING OF A DEACON

Mark 12:30-31:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater than these."

· According to scripture (see back), deacons are an essential part of our church’s ministry to love and help others.  The pastors need your help to care for the sheep of our congregation.
· You will have approximately 10 families (neighbors) assigned to you.  As needed, these assignments are changed based on church membership, geography, preferences, and prayer.
LOVING YOUR ASSIGNED FAMILY (aka neighbor)
· PRAYER
· Ask Jesus for the help and change that you need to become the deacon He has called you to be
· Fervently pray for your assigned families whether you know of specific prayer requests or not
· Through regular prayer and fellowship time with your team of deacons, seek encouragement and wisdom from each other and the Lord

· Listen and watch for Jesus leading through the Holy Spirit as each situation unfolds.  He brings you together with families in need at just the right time.  Your job is to show up and He will use your mouth and ears as needed!

· COMPASSION
· Comfort – if your families are grieving from a loss, your presence is a huge expression of love.  Fellow deacons will help you minister to these families
· Encouragement – during hospital stays or other times of trouble, families are encouraged by your presence, calls, cards, and prayers

· Help – as you become aware of a family’s special needs, assist them to find the resources to meet those needs.  Fellow deacons (benevolence) and our church body will help you.
· COMMUNICATION / FELLOWSHIP
· Assigned families should be contacted at least twice a year

· Contact may include cards, e-mail, visits, phone calls, or church fellowship.

· Some families may not desire frequent interactions, but others may want constant attention.  Allow the Holy Spirit to lead each unique relationship that you have with families

May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen (Hebrews 13:20)
Scripture specifies the need for deacons: 

Acts 6:3 (NIV) “Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility (care of widows and waiting on tables) over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."
Scripture lists the qualifications for deacons: 

1 Timothy 3:8-12 (NIV) “Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain.  They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience.  They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.  In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything.  A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well”

